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GENTLEME N, 
| | OTHING can give a greater 
Concern to a thinking and diſ- 
paſſionate Man, who ſincerely 
loves his Country, than to find ſo 
— many of the moſt important Sub- 
Y jeQs of the Community diflatished with thoſe 
> Meaſures that have been ſo ſteddily purſued, 
I by the preſent Adminiſtration, tho" to every 
- Impartial and diſintereſted Perſon they maſt ap- 
pear to be calculated for the real Intereſts of 
2 Trade and Navigation of theſe King- 
oms. 


B But 
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| who will ſoon ap 


Country 


a oy „ 


. me 0 wh 1 that "SOR F 
Rf ye Sie Intereſt, as wel! 
as that of their Country, when tis conſidered 2 
What unparallel'd Art and Induſtry have been 
ractiſed to irritate too many againſt their beſt 
Pad and excite them to idolize thoſe only, 
pear to Merit nought but 
their Reſentment and Indignation. | 
Thete is nothing has ſo much cheriſhed thoſe 
groſs Impoſitions upon too many of the Citi- 
zens of 3 with reſpect to their Judgment 
on publick Affairs, as their own ſhameful Par- 
Bally and Diſingenuity towards every At- 
tempt to difabuſe and undeceive them. Let 
any thing be writ to prevent their Decep- 
tion, and this with ever ſo much Modeſty, 
good Senſe, nnd Strength of Argument, tis 


condemned even without Peruſal, Chile Aflam- 


matory Invectives, Falſhood, and Miſrepre- 
ſentation are pleaſantly attended to, and grave= 
ly applauded, * | 

Did the Citizens of London candidly con- 


fider not only the Folly and Infatuation of 


this Enmity to Impartiality, but 'the un 

able Injury ſuch Behaviour 'muſt be of to their 
in general, and the Trading Intereſt 
in — Bros, they would as little contribute 


to ſtop up the Preſs o the Side of the Adtmi- 


ration, as in Favour of its Oppoſers. For what 
maſt be the natural Conſequence of attend. 
ing only to one Side of the Queſtion, where- 
in [ws publick Intereſt is importantly Ton- 
cern d 


£3 
cern'd ? Will not private Intereſt and 
4 Y ice, Falſhood and Infatuation prevail infizad 
of Truth and the general Well-being of our 
Ki Country? Is not 4his unmanly Partiality, 3 in 
eſſect, depriving thoſe in Power of that very 
Liberty they ſuffer their Enemies to epjoy with 
Impunity ! ? 
When Mini ſters honeſtly ſubmit their Con- 
duct to publick Examination, lay aſide Au- 
thority, and join Iſſue at Argument, are they 
not entitled as Engliſhmen, to a fair Hearing? 
Will not Miniſters ſay, and very juſtly too, 
| ſince the People will hear nothing for ns, they 
have no Right to hear any thing air us? 
And thus will not an End be put to all our 
Liberties at once? However tender the pre- 
ſent Gentlemen, who have the Honour to ſerve 
the Crown, have been of our Liberties in this 
Reſpect, no Man can anſwer for their Succeſ- 
ſors? Who can inſure us, that the like Treat- 
ment will meet with the like Moderation? 
This Partiality may endanger our Liberties 
in a manner we leaſt think of perhaps; For 
if Writings only in Oppoſition to Governments 


| | Ls] ” 
pros 


T are to be read and encourag'd, we ſhall be fo 
t accuſtom'd to the Sound of wicked Miniſters 
and corrupt Parliaments, that we ſhall never 
B 4 know when we have other; If we treat all 
1 alike, the Preſs, I fear, will ſtand us in little 


ſtead when we have the greateſt Occaſion to 
exert it: It certainly is by that invaluable 
> i Liberty as by the nobleſt Cordials ; it loſes its 
F-1 B 2 whole 


| (4) 
Is whole Virtue and Efficacy by too bold and- 
E | frequent a Uſe: and to enjoy the Privilege, 
F | and receive no Benefit from it, in time of real 


Danger, is perhaps little better than being de- 
prived of it. 


| | 
If then the Intereſts of Liberty as well as ; 

| common Juſtice to Men in Power, make it ne- ' 

1 ceſſary that Writings in their Juſtification ſhould 1 
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| be equally attended to with thoſe againſt *em, 
| a Man may write with ſome, Hopes of being 
| read. I have long thought it deſirable that 
| ſome far more capable would do publick Ju- 
ſtice to the Cauſe of the Adminiſtration, and 

let their Meaſures in a fair Light with regard 
to the Trading Intereſts in general; being con- 
vinc'd from the moſt impartial Attention to 
their Conduct, not the Eccho of a City Coffee- 
Hoaſe, that they deſerve the Hearts and Af- 
fections inſtead of the Reſentment and Scur- 
rility of the Trading Part of this Kingdom. 
Nothing of this Kind having yet been done, I 
have preſum'd to attempt it myſelf; and here- 
in I have no Turn to ſerve but to advance the 
Intereſts of Trade and the true Honour of my 
Country. I am as independant of Courts, and 
as little known to Men in Power as any of you 
to whom I addreſs my ſelf. As Trade has 
been my Province, ſo ſince Retirement it has 
been my Study ; and ſince Health will not per- 
mit me to ſupport the Cauſe of my Country in 
a publick Capacity, I can't be an idle Specta- 
tor in 2 my private : Loye to my Country, Duty 
to 


| 


BY | 
= (3J- 
to my Prince, and a Concern for injured Fame 
are Impulſes not eaſily to be reſiſted. 1 
The Foundation of your Diſſatisfaction with 
the Meaſures of the Adminiſtration ſeems to 
be, their Endea vours from time to time to pre- 
vent plunging this Nation into European Wars, 
when Miſunderſtandings between Britain and 
its Neighbours may be honourably accommo- 
Rated, without diſturbing the World's Quiet or 
our own. For this, as Traders, and as Engliſhmen, 
I think they are entitled to your higheſt Grati- 
tude inſtead of your III-will and Reproach, if 
you are ſenſible of your own Intereſts, or thoſe 
'of the Nation in general. After having been en- 
gaged in Wars to the Injury of our Trade and 
Navigation for fix and twenty Years, was it 
not full time to think of changing the Scene, 
and recovering our Strength? Would not Po- 
ſterity have been at a Loſs to conceive what 
Kind of Spirit could pofleſs their Anceſtors, 
that without giving themſelves any Intermi!- 
ſion and Breathing while, ſhould again enter 
into Wars equally dangerous, burthenſome and 
durable for the ſame, or perhaps a greater Pe- 
riod of Time than the laſt? However juſtifi- 
able the full Indulgence of this military Spi- 
rit might heretofore have been, had ſucceed- 
ing Miniſters in this Reſpect, followed the 
Steps of their Predeceſſors, would they not 
have rendered that Principle in a reaſonable 
+ Purſuit of which our Safety and our Glory 
> conſiſts, the Occaſion of real Danger to our 
1 Inte- 


, 


Intereſts, our Trading Intereſts more partieu- 
larly, and of Reproach to the Wiſdom of our 
Nation? © „C 1 304 05> - BN 
The Face of Europe is chang'd to what it 
was in the Timeof our Anceſtors, and ſo muſt 2 
Vl our Maxims of Policy too, would we ſteddily * 
| purſue. our national Intereſts. The wiſeſt Po- 
tentates, inſtead of apply ingthemſelves wholly 3 
to Arms as heretofore, have directed theif Ap= 3% 
1 plications to Commerce and Navigation, well 
knowing the latter is the more ſure and laſting 
| Methods wereby to inrich and aggrandize 
| their reſpective States and Dominions. 
Our Neighbours with Envy, long beheld 
| the Figure Great-Britain has made in the 
it World by Dint of her extended Commerce. 
— | | This has occalion'd us many national Compe- 
titors in our Trade; and if our Heads are to 
It be turn'd wholly to Arms while other Nations 
| turn their to Commerce will not our Wan- 
11 tonneſs and Prodigality in War ſoon render us 
i] _ _ ascontemptible in the World, as ever wo have 
It been otherwiſe ? However eaſy and tolerable 
tt the Conſequences of the late War have ſet upon 
{ us under thoſe cool, and unprecipitate Mea» * 
| ſures that have hitherto. been ſo ſucceſsfully - 
purſued ; yet had the martial Spirit of a brave 
People, not being ſo wiſely controul'd, What 
could we have expected but the moſt deplo- 
rable Poverty and Diſtreſs > When Storms _ 
therefore have aroſe in Europe, during the pre- 
ſeat Miniſtry, the Queſtion was, „ 5 
| nould þ 


* a1 be laid; the-moſt to our Honour and 
Neety, and'Teaſt at our Expence? To fall 
with the natural Ardour and Magnanimityx 
It a People fond of Fighting, in dur Cirucm- 
{4 Vances, and ſurrounded with Rivals in Trade 
it the Entrance of the Miniſtty into Power, 
uſt have prov'd the moſt weak and impoli- 
Ick Meaſures ; to have been ſupine, 
ad inactive, could have been no better. What 
P” ben muſt be done prefervative of the Balance 
Lane and our commercial Intereſts when 


e were formidably ſtruck at ? Between all 
Extremes there is a middle Point, which true 
4 Stateſmen ſoon perceive ; and this our Miri- 
e fers happily hit upon, maintain d our Poſſeſſi- 
ns, Rights, and Privileges of Commerce and 
„ Navigation without engaging Europe in a 
War, and without any other Diſhonour to our 
ſelves or our Allies than that imaginary one, 
"which fill'd the Nobles of our Knight-Errants 
at Home. However little ſome may imagine 
has been done for the Protection of Trade, tis 
certain the general Expence of the Nation, 
during the preſent Adminiſtration, has been to 
ſupport it. The Trecty of Hanover was defenſi ve 
ju conſiſtent therewith, was nt a Squadron 
let to the Meſt- brdies to ſecure our Trade from 
ebe Violence of the Sperzardi, and to block 
up the Treaſure of the Galleome, thereby to 
diſable the Enemy from executing their Deſign 
" *apatnſt the Trade and Navigation of Britain? 
We have been told, falfly: and impudently 
Falls told 
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told by the Gity-Deluders that the Hand: | 


of our naval Officers were ty d u up by by ſtrid 
and explicit Orders. But the Orders given 


f to the Commanders of our Men of War were 


worthy of the Councils of Great - Britain; 
they were calculated effectually to intercept 
and block up the Galleons and the Fotilla. 
As Succeſs attended the former, can we be 
ſo ſhamefully impos d on to believe them 


otherwiſe defign'd with Regard to the latter? 


Was not Admiral Hoſier order'd to look upon 


his Inſtructions to be the ſame with Regard to 


the Hota expected from Vera Cruxa as with 
Relation to the Galleon? Was he not likewiſe 


ordered to go directly to Cartagena to meet 
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the Galleons ; and ſhould they be gone from 


thence, was be not to follow them to Port. 


Bello, and from thence to the Havanna ; and 
there at the Hævanna to intercept the Flota from 
Mexico, having the ſame ſtrict Regard to them 
that he was ordered to have towards the 


Galleons? But in Caſe it ſhould ſo happen, that 
they eſcaped him in the Weſt-Indies, or the + 
Treaſure ſhould have been put on board other 
Ships (of which his Britarnick Majeſty had 


ſecurely carried to Spain, he | Hofer] was 


Intelligence) in order to be Taſer] and 
ordered “ to fail immediately in Pur 


: 


uit of 
+ ſuch Galleons, Flota, or Ships: And if he 


could not come up with them, he was likewiſe 


order d * to make the beſt of bis way to the 
Cape S. Vincent on the Coaſt of Portugal. If be 
995 met 


7 ( 9 y 

met with no Intelligence of the Gall-ons, Pla, 
or Ships, upon his Arrival on that Coaft, © he 
Ks « was to keep cruizing to the ur ard of the 
„ faid Cape, in order to intercept them, and 
pt > © to expect Ships to join him with Intelligence 


i © of them, or wich his Majeſty's further Or- 
he ders. 
m Admiral Hofjer however block d up the Gal- 


Leons at Porto-Bello; and did he not, as appears 

; a Letter from him from the Ba/iimentos, to 
one of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of 
h State, take all imaginable Precaution to pre- 
ſe vent any Money being Ship'd off, by the Spani- 
ara, under Pain of his Majefty's higheſt Diſplea- 


+ 
n 4 fure ? The fame Admiral like wiſe had direct and 
g. pofitive Orders © to protect the Trade of his 
d ”' Majefty's Subjects, and to make Reprifals on 
n the Spaniards for any Injuries that ſhould be 
n © done them by the Spaniſh Guarda Coftas or 
e 7 „ otherwiſe.” And in Caſe he received during 
t bis ſtay in the Vet Indies, a certain Account 
e that the Spanjards had ſeized the Effects of the 
r i South Sea Company, or other his Majeſty's 
d Subfects in any of their Colonies, he was di- 
1 rectly and poſitively commanded, © to uſe his 
$ Fu beſt Edeavours to receive the fame or to 
f make Repriſals; and to aſſiſt in the beſt 


manner he could the faid Company, or 
their Agents, or his Majeſty's Subjects, if 
do prevent ſuch Seizure they ſhould apply 
4 to him for his Aſſiſtance in withdrawing ſuch 
Effects out of the Power of the Spaniards,” 
bh | C Upon 
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Upon the Spaniard having laid ſeige to 


Gibraltar, he was directed by the Lords of . 


the Admiralty, in Purſuance of his Majeſty's 
Pleaſure fignifi'd to them, © to give Orders 
% to the reſpective Captains under his 
Command, to take, fink, burn, or other- 
* wiſe deſtroy any Ships, or Veſſels be- 
* longing to the King of Spain, or his 
Subjects which they could come up with.“ 
Of the ſame true Brizih Spirit under the 
Direction of the cooleſt Judgment, where 
the whole Orders given to that Admiral, 
which I could ſhew, ſhould I not treſpaſs 
too much on your Patience, Where then 
are theſe Spaniel Leſſons of Paſſivity under 
Spaniſh Inſults > The Orders given likewiſe 
to Vice Admiral Hopſon, Sir Fob Jennings, 
and Sir Charles Wager, were of the ſame 
Complection; which ſhew the Councils 
of our Prince have been as little corrupted 
with the flaviſh Principles of Cowardice 
and Fear as with Leſſons of the Omni 

tence of our Arms. No Condutt ever tended 
more, in my poor Judgment, to the Glory 
of the Britiſh Nation than this; none 
ever better ſupported the Dominion of the 
Seas. Had the Myſcovite Fleet, at the time 
I am ſpeaking of, prevaild in the North; 
had his Imperial Majeſty obtain'd the Eſta- 
bliſhment of a naval Power from the Erection 
of the Offend Company in the South ; had 
- «theſe maritime Powers join d with that of Spain, 


and 
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(1) 
| Rand had Ergland, as the Enemies of our 
trading Proſperity then advis'd, rejected the 
Alliance with France, and thereby added 
the Weight of their naval Strength to that 
Hof our Enemies, what muſt have become 
of the Britiſh Trade and Navigation? Our 
Fleets then defeated every Attempt againſt 
our Trade both in America and Europe, as 
well in the North as the South. During this 
critical Conjuncture, what was the Con- 
duct of the City Deceivers to give Weight to 
their Patriotlike Deſigns > Tho our Trade 
and Poſſeſſions were openly ſtruck at ; tho 
our Enemies committed Depredations on 
our Traders, as well as the French and 
Duteb our Allies, beſieged our moſt important 
Poſſeſſions at a great Hazard and Expence, 
and try'd all Arts to ſteal Home their A- 
-merican Treaſure, to puſh their Deſigns to 
the greateſt Extremity : Tho? our Eaſt and 
Weſt India Commerce were invaded, and 
the Crown of Great-Britain ingloriouſly treat- 
ed, yet according to the Doctrine of your 

=  Admirers theſe truely were no Symptoms 
of hoſtile Intentions towards Great-Britain 
they were only declared to be the ſimple 
Characteriſticks of an Accommodation of 
Differences between his Catholick and Imperial 
= Majeſty. — Tho' France and Holland ſpent 
Millions, acccording to the Hanover All;- 
auce, to defeat theſe Deſigns againſt the 

| BRA ne Tran 
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Tranquility of Europe, yet were not the 


Citizens of London delufively and wie- 


kedly told, that this. was only a. falſe. A- 
larm impos'd upon the World by a Britiſb 
Miniſtry 2 Is not ſaying, as your Deceivers 
have done, that theſe were vain Surmizes of 
imaginary Danger, giving the Lye to the 
moſt authentick Memoirs of thoſe Ti 
to a Series of Fatts, Dates and TranſaFions, 
which will remain eternal Monuments of the 
Perfidy and Iniquity of ſuch ſhameful Impo- 
ſitions on the Traders of England? Had 
theſe Dangers no real Exiſtence, with what 
View could they be raisd ? . Not to involve 
Britain in Wars, when the general Conduct 
of our Miniſters indicates the Reverſe, With 
all the Dexterity of your Deluders at puzling 
the Underſtandings of their Admirers in a 
maſterly Manner, they have not been able 
to get over this egregious Inconſiſtency, 
which runs through their whole Craft, and 
which laid the firſt Foundation for the Pre- 
judices and Clamours of the Traders of this 
Kingdom againſt his late and preſent Majeſty's 
Meaſures. They may aſſert Falſhoods, main- 
tain Abſurdities, and reconcile Contradicti- 
ons till their Hearts ake, but never be able 
in this Point, to juſtify themſelves to one 
Trader of plain Senſe in the Kingdom. And 
| this 
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7 (43) 
this Polt, is the capital Point with regard 
to our Foreign Affairs, and the Intereſts of 
rade, whereon the whole Controverſy turns 
by the Confeſſion of our trading Patriots 
"themſelves f. At one time they have confi- 
deutly told you Gentlemen, that the Alliance 
between Spain and the Emperor, which ſtruck 
t the very Root of our Trade and Naviga- 
tion, was imaginary and deluſory; at ano- 
ther time, that Britain was render'd the 
tempt and Scorn of the whole World, 
cauſe ſhe was not hurried into real Wars to 
defeat imaginary Dangers, By theſe the 
Avickedeſt Arts of Deluſion and Miſrepreſen- 


- 


"Ration, have the Traders of England been 


made to believe their Intereſts have been 
neglected, when tis demonſtrable they have 


Hot only been honourably ſupported, but in 
Way the moſt generally Beneficial to our 


Trade and Navigation, 
A State of War indeed may be attended 
with a momentary Advantage to ſome ; but 


ill this be urged in Favour of the general 


Intereſts of Trade, which alone muſt direct 
be Connſels of able and upright Miniſters 2 
be Ways of Commerce with Foreign Na- 


ons are various. If any of theſe be inter- 
aTpted, tis an Injury to Trade in general, 
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(14) 
of Foreign Trade has upon another. Our 
exporting to one Part, loading there to ſell 
at another, whereby a greater Return is 
made than if the Goods exported had been 


* 
1 US 
1 
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carry'd directly thither, is one great Branch 7x 


of our Foreign Traffick: If War prevents y 
this, is here not one important Article of 

our Trade obſtructed ? If without the greateſt ; 
Danger we cannot import the Commodities £ 
of other Countries when they are cheap, to i 
ſupply proper Countries, when and where they 
are dear, is not this loſing one great Seaſon Jp 
of Gain to the Merchant? Or if we can. 
not bring Home the Product of ſome Coun. x 
tries, and export it freely in ManufaGtures ie 
or otherwiſe, to Places at that Juncture the wi 
moſt beneficial, muſt not another conſider. g 
able Part of our Trade be likewiſe curtail'd! #6 
The Freight and Hire of our Ships by ou of 
Neighbours is far from an inconſiderable Ar © 
ticle in mercantile Concerns z but if this alſe by 
be impeded by War, as when we are engage! 
therein, all theſe Particulars in ſome De 
gree will, is it poſſible for Trade and Navi 
gation to be ſo extenſive and univerſal: 
Upon any Miſunderſtanding with our Neigh 'M 
bours, the firſt Step we behold them take i 
is to ſtrike up formidable Alliances, thereb 1 
to injure us in our Trade, by the moſt gene 
ral Prohibitions among themſelves and thei tg 
Allies, on our Produce and Manufacture ie 


And if we engage in War with Nations wit: 
Fre who! 


5 (15) 3 

whom we bad a beneficial Commerce, we 
t only loſe that Commerce during the 
ar, but ſome Branches of it for ever. For 
* gilſt this Interruption of Trade continues, 
h "as the Nations with whom we are at War 
ts will not ſuffer us to ſupply them, they will 
urally ſet up Manufactures of their own, 


of 
ft 8 turn other Branches of Trade into new 


es pannels; and how can this Damage be re- 
to eved? Will a People once enter'd with 
ey Mcceſs upon a Manufacture, quit it upon 
on Ja&ying down their Arms? Or can a Stream 
n. Trade, when turn'd into another Cur- 
n- Ant, be eaſily brought back? As we have 
es many Rivals in Commerce amidſt the 
be warious Powers of Europe, muſt not Wars 
er- Me neutral Nations an Opportunity of ex- 
d! tending their Trade, to the Injury and Loſs 
Lv OF our own? Was not this one of the firſt 
Ar Cauſes, in the Wars of King William, where- 
1f by other Nations got Footing in Trade to the 
x0 jury of that of Eaglard At this time many 
De Who had never traded before to any cons 
vi Merable Purpoſe, became the Carriers of 
al: rope; and while the Ships of our Britiſb 
gh Merchants were terribly deſtroy'd, did not 
kc ile Neuters daily improve, both in Ship- 
eb Ig and Seamen to an incredible Height? 
210 Mat this Wound has proved very injurious 
hei our Trade is manifeſt, ſeeing thoſe Na- 
ire; Mons did for many Years, and even do ſtill, 
vitl en us; for they being young in Trade 
no! - | in 
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in Compariſon to Bagland, full in a Ma. 
terials, and Wages low, as it was in Britain 
in the Infancy of our Navigation, where al 
Productions, Manufactories, and Earnings o 
the Natives have encreas d as our Trade en. 
larged, as the ſame will do in Time with | 
them: As Wars then were the primar 
Cauſe of being prejudiced in our Commerce 4 
will not the like Cauſe have far more injuri- 
ons and fatal Effects upon our Trade, wer 

| 


Europe abounds with trading Competitors? 1 
by Dint of Addrefs and Negociation there 
fore we can maintain a good Underſtand? 
ing with our Neighbours, and prevent neu 
' tral Nations making farther Inroads up 
 - on our Trade, is not this Policy far mor 
x eligible by a trading People > 'Thefe Conſi 
derations make it plain, that it is for th 
Intereſt of a trading Nation in general 
avoid a War, that thoſe Miniſters are En: 
mies to our commercial Intereſts, who, ar 
eager upon every Occaſion, to proſtitute tb 
Dignity of our Nation, pawn her Pur 
and facrifice her Trade, by embroiling her 
every Diſtraction of Earope. However fan 7 
guine our popular Patriots, may be for 
War at preſent, yet, upon other Occali7 
| ons they have ſhewed different Sentiment 
| Whatever Succeſs, ſay they, we may flat A 
| “ ter our ſelves with, in the ancertain E 
« vents of War, by Reaſon of our gre! 
** Superiority at Sea; yet we may believe! 
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muſt be ſome very great Injury and Pro- 


1 vocation that will engage us in it; ſince it 
“ may be very dangerous to a Nation, that 
of &< wholly ſubſiſts upon Trade, to hazard the 
n. ' diverting the moſt profitable Branches of 
t it into other Channels; for that may be 
* a much more laſting Evil than the Quar- 
ee rels that occaſion'd it.” * How then do 
1. Whe Sentiments of theſe Gentlemen in the 
er ear 1727 agree with thoſe in 1738? Have 
1 Fheſe Impoſtures the Intereſt of Trade, or 
rs the Deſtruction of the Miniſtry only at 
14, Heart? But the Eyes of Traders in gene- 
eu fal will ſoon be open, and diſtinguiſh their 
up ue from their falſe and pretended Friends. 
on Popular Frenzies are ſoon rais'd among us, but 
nf, 8s our Happineſs they as ſoon ſubſide. , | 


eb 80 tender of their Trade are moſt of the 
* "Wiſeſt European Potentates now grown, that 
„ AFMhey ſeem all agreed, as it were, to lay aſide 
he Sword, and inſtead of converſing by the 
. Thunder of their Cannon, give Preference 
Ay & Negociation, All the low Sarcaſm Drol- 


© nt 


Fry, and Witticiſm therefore, wherewith the 
Mels, has of late Years teem'd, and with 
Which Circles of petit: Maitres divert them- 
0 e do they not reflect equally on all 
oſe Powers who have preferr'd' Treaty to 


rotiſu | And by that time ſome other 
. Was D 85 Nations 
£8 I 
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Nations have felt the Effects of War, as J 


much as Britain, France and Holland, they 


will experience it their Intereſt to heal 
their Breaches rather by the Pen than the 


Sword. 


quite chang'd from what it was in the Days 
of our Forefathers, when in a haſty Ex- 
pedition and pitch'd Field, the Matter was 


decided by Courage. But now the Art 
of European Wars is in a Manner reduced 
© Money; that Prince who has the longeſt | 


urſe is ſure to have the longeſt Sword. 


Our Miniſters however by their manage- 
ment have hitherto avoided Wars, and what 


is ſtill more to the Honour of their Coun- 
cils, while the Principal Powers in Europe 
have been deeply engag'd in em. The 


plain Queſtion therefore is whether the 


Nation has got or loſt: by theſe Meaſures ? 
or to ſpeak in your own Language, what 
is the State of our Account of Profit and 


that Heroic Spirit the hot - headed Tribe 
think elegible, and inſtead of forming 
the Hanover Alliance to defeat the Deſigns 
of Spain and Vienna, had engag'd us in 
an offenſive War, might we not have fo 
much exhauſted his Izperial Majeſty as well as 
ourſelves, that France might afterwards hav: 
been tempted to turn their Arms againſt u 
both? When we had reduc'd the av 


) 
* 


Loſs? Had our Miniſters been actuated by 


1 


We City Politicians forget that War is 
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"3s it not more than propable, that we 
nut again have been oblig d to have rais'd 
Sim at an equal Expence? Could we be 
Auppoesd to have carry'd on and concluded 
"thoſe two Wars, might we not again bave 
been diſtracted with a third by the Demiſe 
of the King of Poland; had we not a 
Miniſtry at the Head of our Affairs, who 
Fas been able hitherto happily to avoid 
"he Broils and Diſtractions of Europe? The 
Equilibrium of Power between the Houſes 
of - Anſtris and Bourbon is, in its Nature, 
2 Poſture fo uncertain; that we may e- 
ally be in Wars to ſupport it, if meer 
Negociation would not ſometimes do; the 
Feat Cauſe either interior, or exterior is ſuf- 
de Micnt to give it new Motion; ſuch State 
may yield ſome Ceſſation of Motion, ſome 
Traces, but far from being able to produce 
lid Reſt, an unalterable Peace. Any Sove- 
1 reign that is ambitious, impatient and unquiet, 
IC Fill find an eaſy Opportunity of recommen- 
p king a War, and maintaining it a long time 
© *Fhenſorecommenc'd ; for Sovercigns may be 
"> Encourag'd to great Enterprizes by flattering 
Hopes, and can never be put out of them 


10 any very great Fear, becauſe it is ſuppos'd 
pat being in an Equilibrium of Power, 
* ſhere are as many Reaſons to hope as Cauſes 
þb fear; and does not every one know 


hat what makes the Combat laſt is the 
Equilibrium which commonly remains among 
1 D 2 the 


pn F 5 
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the Allies, the Forces of the ſeveral Com- 


batants? When once the Sword is drawn, 
beſides thoſe who immediately engage, do 
not we ſee others, from various Views and 


Inſtigations, are drawn in on either fide ; ; 


and what was at firſt only a Conteſt be- 
tween two, comes at laſt to involve twenty 
As therefore European Wars are always like- 
ly to be of Duration, when once begun, 


how many Years may we be preſum'd to 


have been engag'd in them, had not our 
Miniſters, at their firſt Entrance into the 
Service of the State, preferr'd a Negocia- 
tory State to the contrary ? - Scarce were 
they warm in the Seat. of Power before 
the Tranquility of Eurqpe was diſturb'd ; 
and had once our Sword been drawn, from 
the Circumſtances of Europe, is it not proba- 
bly it might have remained unſheathed to 


this Time? Suppoſe however had we once 


engag'd, and we had continued fo for no lon- 
ger Time than the Space of ten Tears, which 
is the ſhorteſt Period we can reaſonably fix 
upon, had we a warlike Miniſtry at the 
Head of publick Affairs, and the State of 
Europe fell out as it has done, what muſt 
have been the Caſe of the trading Intereſt 


of Great- Britain during this deſirable Period? 


The Revenues ariſing from the Cuſtous and 
Exciſes have always been reckon'd, as it 


were, the Pulſe of the Nation, whereby 
with the Conſideration of other Symptoms 
equally ſignificant, the Decay or Proſperity 


of 
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3 * our Commerce may in a great Meaſure 


Fc judg'd off, as well as the private Gain 


or Loſs of the Trader. To prevent all Cavils 


by thoſe who have been unwearied to de- 
Jude you, I ſhall pitch upon their own State 
of our Revenues from ſome particular Points 


The Produce of the 


"Cuſtoms for ten Years, 


from Chriſtmas 1722, to 


Ebriſtmas 1732, upon the 
annual Medium, is —— 


— 


For the ten Years of 

e War, the annual Me- 
dium was 1,260,732; but 
the Alteration that hath 
Þcen made upon the 
From of the old 


k ubſidy, and Duties of 


Coffee, Tea, Chocolate and 


Brandies, being taken 
From thence, and turned 


Into Exciſe, may be rec- 
Kon'd a Deduction of, at 
feaſt, 200,000 J. per An- 
zum from it, which is 
l that is here deducted 


1 


a 
= 
2 


9 


k * Cafe of the Sinking Fund, 1735, p. 127. 


I. 


of time *; from whence it will appear what 
Advantage may be preſum'd to have accru'd 
% the Trading Intereſt in general from 
"Fheſe Meaſures that have been purſu'd. 


„ . 


1,603,305 00 00 


* 


— — _— — 


1 for it. Therefore reckon 1,060,732 c 00 


** 


Increaſed 
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g Increaſed per Anmm #600 31762 Bl 
fince the Wa 3543.0% os , 
Ide Exciſe n Beer 1 
and low. Wines for three | 3 
Yeats, from Midſummer 9 3 
1729 toMidfummer 1732, 


is on the annual Medium 1,238,902 07 61 


For the three Years of 1 
the War, from Midſum- 3 
mer 1709, to Midſummer AY 
1712, being the only 9 
Vears, after the additio- | 
nal 3 d. is Upon dt the Me- 
dium —— 397,663, oF « rey 

The annual Increaſe of 4 


Exciſe, ſince the War — 341,239 18 10 
Ditto, the Cuſtoms-— 543,073 00 oo 
* Renn 


Total — 884,312 18 10 


FTbe increaſe of the Duties of Coffee, JIea, 
and Chocolate, even by turning them into 
* the Exciſe, was — at 160, Coo J. a 
« Year; and yet there was a great Increaſe 
« upon them before that Alteration, ſince the 
« End of the late War.” 

„There are many other Branches of the 

« Revenues which are likewiſe greatly in- 
« creaſed ſince the War; but it is unneceſſa- 

« ry, and indeed impracticable to be very 


minute here. Enough hath been faid to 
« ſhew, 
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X ey, that the whole Siukivg Fund is now 
within a Trifle, compoſed of nothing but 
the Increaſe of Duties, ſince the laſt War.” 

nd then the V riter proceeds to ſhew, that 

"by: our engaging in a War * the Sinking 

Fund might produce little or nothing. 
Here then our trading Patriots expreſly 
rant, that near to the Amount of the whole 

Finking Fund, is compoſed of nothing but 
ihhe Increaſe of Duties ſince the laſt War; 
Ind that had we engag'd in a freſh, the fame 
Annuity would have been loſt to the Na- 
tional Revenue. What then, I ask, muſt 
bare been the real Loſs ta Traders in gene- 
gal, was the publick Revenue to fink to ſuch 
Degree? Muſt not a proportional Stock 

drawn out of Trade, by Importers, Tra- 
rt and Manufatnrers in general, to oc- 
Mon ſo great a Fall in the Duties? And 
muſt not every Claſs of Traders from the 

Merchant to the loweſt Retailer, have felt 
he deplorable Effects hereof? + 
X From ſo conſiderable an Encreafe in the 
Revenue ſince the War, we'll ſuppoſe the 
ſe Apnual Gain of Tradets in general, com- 

mebending every Claſs depending there- 


_ Pon to the Conſumer, to be no more than 
de e Addition acknowledg'd to have arifen 
n. the Publick Revenue; which I am apt 
a. think, no ane wha. confiders the Mat- 
„ Fr rightly, will imagine the numerous Body 


17 af Traders in Bugland, tbro' whofe H 
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the Manner they do, were not their Gains 


* 


0 24 ) ; | * 
ſuch a Capital muſt circulate in Diodes: q 
thereof, can poſſibly ſupport themſelves! in | 


far more conſiderable. However, that 1 3 
may not be thought to exaggerate the Matter | 5 ; 
to anſwer other Views than thoſe of the bo 
Publick Intereſts, I ſhall ſuppoſe their an- 
nual Profits no more than an Annuity of the 
like Sum with the Revenue: If then we { 
eſtimate ſuch an Annual Gain to the Tra- 
ding Body for ten Years only, the Time q 
before obſerv'd we might very reaſonably '? 
be imagin'd to have been engag'd in Wars, 
had our Miniſters not labour'd to prevent 4 
them, it will amount to no leſs a Sum than 
Fourteen Millions four hundred and ſeven 1 
thouſand three hundred and twenty eight 
Pounds; and this round Sum at leaſt we ö 
have all imaginable Reaſon to think the 
Conduct of our Miniſters have really ſaved | 
to the Trading Intereſt of theſe Kiagdoms, » 
Ly witely reſtraining that warlike Pirit 0 
natural to the People of England. 2 2 
Nor are ſo many Millions. the only Ad- 
vantage that has aroſe to the Trading Inte- 4 
reſt by our pacifick Forbearance. For bad 
we engaged in Wars, muſt there not have 
been a very conſiderable annual Addition 
made to the National Revenue to what has 
been? And muſt not the Trading as well as 
Landed Intereſt have born their Proportion, 
however unable either would have been to 
19517 have * 


4 


x 
1 


; L @ 25 ) 
1 ive ſupported. the Biirthen ? If we con- 
4 der the large Revenues of our Neighbour 
Nations, the low Value of Money, and 
ich Price of Things, we cannot be led to 
Mage that leſs than a Sumof 500,000 l. per 
Wn. could have been levied extraordinary 
pon the Trading Part of the Kingdom. 
for what will avail Four Shillings in the 
1 Pound on Land, and the Malt Tax, which 
rodnce - * now call it 2, 50, 000. 
ben ma only occafional Preparation 
give Weight to our Negociations, the 
4 urrent Service has amounted to about 
$,300 00,000 l. raiſed by the Application of the 
rt ing Fund and anticipating Duties on 
rade? But if the Simking Fund is annj- 
Wated by War, as the Enemies of our 
e Wc it muſt be remember'd have granted, 
e 3 we ſuppoſe that leſs than an Zdditio- 
d in Burthen of Half a Million per Annum, 
4 . 4 Medium more than has been levied 
bon Trade muſt ſome how have been fo? 
very Man who well confiders this Matter 
in know this muſt be greatly under-rated. 
- r, we ſhall eſtimate the Proportion of 
d | Trading Intereſt at no more. And this 
iy for ten Tears as before, will amount to 
wards of fix Millions of Money ; which 
=s leaſt has moſt certainly been fav'd to 
Waders in general, by preferring Treaty to 
ar. 80 that what with the Loſſes of 
to Praders in general, together with the addi- 
ve 1 Load of Taxes that muſt have been 
| E levy'd 
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| leyy'd upon them, and when they v were the | 5 
leaſt able to bear it, to ſupport a War, the 
Trading Intereſt would have been Loſers no "al 
leſs than upwards of twenty Millions of Pounds | = 
Sterling, . 0 5 
As the Intereſt of Trade cannot be promo- | 
ted, but that of Land muſt Neceſſarily be ſo © 
likewiſe; ſo neither can that of Land be ad- 1 | 
vanced, but Trade muſt feel the happy Effects 
of it. For the greater is the ſaving to the 
Landed Gentleman, will he not be the better en- 
abled to ſpend for the general Advancement 'Y 
Trade and Navigation? If we compare the 
Be of the Landed Intereſt during the 
Power of the preſent Miniſtry, with what it 8 
was during the laſt War, and which could not 
have been annually leſs, had we engaged in 4 rh 
a freſh One, we ſhall find that no leſs a Sum 1 * 
has been ſaved. to that great Body likewiſe, 
than about Eight hundred thouſand Pounds 
fer Ann. at a Medium; which upon Calcula- BY 
tion again, only for the Term of ter Years, 
their Savings will amount to above nine Mil- A 
lion and a half. And whether the Traders of 


proportionable Advantage from this great Eaſe 1 8 
given to the Landed Part of this Nation, will, 
I ſuppoſe, be queſtioned by none. 1 

Here then our general Reaſoning is reduci- 


ble to ſome ſatisfactory Point; whereby it ap- 1 


pears, and this from the very principles of the 8 
| Rome of the an themſelyes, that hole 


7 * 2 , ( 27 ) g 1 

Meaſures they have ſo wickedly condemned 
ad ſatyrized, have fave near Thirty Millions 
f Money to the Kingdom ia general, and a- 
Wove Twenty thereof has been meerly to the 
Intereſts of Trade and Navigation, 


7 * 


alculate is made, ariſe chiefly from our Im- 
orts, that Conſideration will no Way invali- 
Nate the Foundation of our Eſtimate, For is not 
She native and ſtable Commodities of each Coun- 
y the great Baſis of Foreign Traffick? As 


Nations have nothing elſe at firſt, wherewith 
begin Trade but its native Commodities, ſo 
either can it be continued but by a conftant 
t Putual Exchange thereof. 1 
Our Imports then are the Produce of our 
ports, and from this Touch- tone, may we 


. ot form a good Judgment of aur Exports? 
| d when we have every deſirable Criterion 
hereby to determine that our Sales to Fo- 
igners. exceed our Purcho/es of them, this 


2 
a 
- = 


s all chat is needful to be conſidered, either 
ich Regard to the Gain of the Nation, or the 


a erchant. "Tis not magnifying our Exports, 
ſc 8 diminiſhing our Imports, by comparative 
1, d ſuperlative Words, that ſerve any other 

pole than to amuſe the Ignorant, © The 
j- lance is the only Thing that determines the 
p- 1 tional Profit or Loſs. Whether the Nation 
he ns, or no by particular Imports, the Mer- 
fc Pant, and all ſubordinate Traders will ceaſe 


* 


= Traffick in ſuch Commodities, when they 


9 
1 


1 * 
7 N E 2 ceal: 


that likewiſe of private Trader. 1 general? 


N 


| n 5 
teaſe to Gain. And if a great Declenſion-hap. 
pens in our Imports, Jay we not preſume our 
Exports are proportionably affected? Foreign- 
ets will ſoon be unable to buy of us, if we 
decline buy ing of them. Is not therefore the 
Encreaſe of Diminution of the Revenue, aril- 
ing from Trade a good Medium, whereby to 
judge of the national Profit and Loſs, as of d 
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But the Authority of our. Mary - Hunter, 


themſelves juſtify me in what I have argued WM 
from the Revenues; and being founded on their 
own Principles, with what Grace can they at- 
tempt to invalidate it?: 4 
As Europe was neither in a State of War nor 
Peace, till the Ratification of the laſt Treaty 

of Vienna, fo her Expence in general muſt be 
between both. And has not that gf G. 
Britain in particular been ſo? Our Expencſ 
has not been ſo ſmall as a State of Tranquility 
would admit of, nor ſo great, as à State of War 

would have demanded. Have we not Demon - 
ſtration of this from the State of the Revenue 1 
of thoſe Powers lately engaged in Wars, thi 
Emperor, France, Spain; and ſince Ruſſia, the} 
Porte, and the Emperor yn ? Have not theſe 
States therefore, who wiſely kept out of tho 
Wars, ſaved many Millions more than tho 
who have engaged in them? If this was th: 1 


— — 


Caſe at the Times, I am ſpeaking off, and 

that it was, and is ſo ſtill, is notorious to the 

whole World, was it not the Caſe heretöfore 
6 * 4 . f > *oÞ 1 C# w »* 1 pe ; An! 
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4 And will not this likewiſe confirm the Juſtneſs 


and Veracity of my preceding Calculations ? 
8 192 not the Hritiſß Merchant, and Farmer, 
= &:. reap ſuch Advantages by our Neutrality 
e ought never to be forgot ? 
oY 80 happily haye the Affairs of Great-Bri- 
9 2 ain been conducted, that the general Expence 
f the Nation has not only been for the Pro- 
f 4 tection and Support of our Trade and Navi- 
tion, but in a Way the moſt for the Intereſts 
9 Nef Traders in general. For have not our very 
1 been, beneficial to the Brizi/o Farmer 
od Grazier, tothe Builder and Manufattyrer : 
Ee Expence which ſends no Money abroad, 
dut preyents its Stagnation at home by circula- 
Wing i from one hand to another: And by giv- 
L 7 ae Spirit to our Domeſtick, muſt it not be of 
qual Benefit to our Foreign Commerce, as 
WT Things are now conſtituted ? 
Nor is the Trading Intereſt indebted to the 
aum only for protecting and preſerving the 
Commerce of this Nation, in a Manner moſt 
i WM ococrally beneficial to them; but they are be- 
| 7 Wholden to them for many additional Rights and 


ry 


7 u to the Intereſt of Merchants, and the ten- 
5 N dereſt Concern fon their Liberties, even in Fo- 
7 % Neigu Nations: I allude to the Treaty made with 
be 7 he - Ma/covites, ſubſequent to the Treaty of 
ni Wcace concluded at Vienna. 

he Before this Treaty was made, the Engliſh 
1 Merchant laboured under great Difficulties i in 
that 
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Privileges ; ſuch as indicate the higheſt Re- 
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cipals in England injured by the Hardſhips 
Misfortunes of their Factors? Till this Treat 
took Place, no Engliſhman could leave Ru 
to travel among his Foreign Correſpondents, 


to extend his Credit, without being liable to 
intolerable Oppreſſions: They were never al- 


lowed to depart the Empire, without con- 


ſiderable Security, firſt given to anſwer all 


Demands in their Abſence : At which Time the 


Ruſſian Officers of the Chancelleries ever took | i . 


Advantage, made exorbitant, though ground- 


leſs Demands of the Security, and extorted 
large Premiums at their Will. Upon Non- 
compliance, the Security were liable to be 
ſeized, and inſulted by Soldiers, their Ware- 
houſes arreſted, and their Effects ſealed and 
diſtrained on the moſt frivolous Pretence. II 
they appealed to a ſuperior Power, they ſel- 
dom were redreſſed: If they were, the legal 


Oppreſſion was rather worſe than the arbitrary 


One. By the Treaty of Commerce now ſub- 3 


fiſting, this Grievance is redreſſed: Thereby 


is 'renewed and confirmed to the Engliſh an , 


Order of State granted by Peter the Great, 


circumſcribing the Power of all the Offices and 
\gelative to merchantile A- 
arbitrary Proceedings are 


Courts of Ra 
fairs; whereby, | 
avoided, and thofe Diſputes between the Em- 
fire and the Engliſh Merchant determined by 


Merchants themſelves, and others converſants 
in their Uſages. ei 8 


Heres 


that Part of the World; and are not their Prin- 
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Hereby, likewiſe the Briti/h Merchant has 
be Privilege of purchaſing Houſes in any Part 
, 4 f St. Peteraburg, in any Place in the Slabode 
* bf Moſcow, and are exempted from the Cu- 
ſom. of quartering Soldiers on their Houſes ; 
to which, till this Treaty took Place, all were 
| Edle. F or tho' Peter the Great, always! in- 
r to Foreigners, uſually relieved par- 
Wicular Perſons on Complaint; yet their Relief 
Pas but ſhort-lived; the Evil returned on 
Pifting the Regiment. The Expence of ſup- 
; plying Soldiers with Fire-wood and Candle, 
o Northern a Clime, though a conſiderable 
ZDrticle in this Grievance, is no way to be 
7 . dmpared to that of the Danger Merchant's 
Fouſes and Papers were in of being deſtroy'd 
em the Cuſtom of the Rayſſian Soldiers baking 
Heir Bread, and drefling their Proviſions in 
Heir Quarters, nothing being more frequent 
han for Houſes to be ſet on Fire on theſe Oc- 
"% 3 from the Cauſe of which Accidents 
e Court of Great-Britain has now happily 
reed its Merchants. 
The greateſt Diſcouragement to this Branch 
Trade, was the great Loſſes that have been 
* Þftained there by the bad Debts made with 
4 Wc Natives; againſt which no Remedy was 
A rovided till done by this Treaty: Thoſe ex- 
* ferienced in the Ruſſia Trade, know that the 
Pbjects of Roſſa, who take "off the Bulk of 
gur N are not the Reſidents of Pe- 
'S urg, but Inhabitants of many different and 
diſtant 


9 
7 
2 : 


45 
Q 


diſtant Cities and provinces of the 


for Conſumption. At the Time of 01, . 


tries, or Money wherewith to diſcharge 


(46) 


from whence they repair to Prteriburg 7 q ; 
buy up the Britiſi Manufacture on Credit, and 


return to their reſpectiye Homes for their Sale | 


they are expected to return to Petersburg, ei- 
ther with the Produce of their different Conn- 7 
their 1 
Debts. But the great Diſtance of their Abode 1 
has too frequently tempted them to play Tricks 
with our Exgliiſʒi Merchants; they have de- 
clined coming to Market as "uſaal with their A 
Returns, either having given over Trade, or 
ſending their Goods privily for Sale under — 4 
ther Perſons Names to prevent Attachment: 
And thus have our Merchants ſuffered very ex- E q 
traordinary Loſſes, to the great Diſcourage. | 
ment of our Exportation. At preſent theſe 
Inconveniencies are prevented; which gives 
freſh Vigour to that Trade, All the E ngliſh Mer- 
chant has to do in Caſe of the like Knavery 
from the Natives, is to apply to the College 
Commerce, glve in ſufficient Evidence of the 4 
Debt, and t N immediately fammon the Debtot * 
from the remoteſt Parts of the Country. If he 
does not appear upon the third Summons, au 
Execution of Body and Goods is directly grant 4 
ed, and he never can again appear with Safe - * 
ty, in any Part of the Empire: Than, which 
nothing can be a greater Security to the Pro- # 
perty of our Engliſʒ Merchants, nor at 9 4 
Expence. | 0 1 
e * 


8 


5 (339 
rue new Channel of Trade that is likely to 
0 = out by this Treaty from Raſſia to Por. 
j be ba, ged'to afford no inconſiderable Proſ- 
dect 4 Advantage to the Engliſh Merchant; 
Por is it tobe doubted but we ſhall Experience 
N Mee Benefit of it. There are many other Ar- 
9 Fcles beſides, Which ſhew how greatly the 
Eaſe and Intereſt of our Traders have been 
onſulted; but I ſhall not minutely particu- 
rie them : Nor ſhould I have faid fo much 
have done, had I not obſerved the Bene- 
3 ts of this Treaty were not ſo generally un- 
erſtood as could be wiſhed; and that fo much 
Naias is daily taken to miſrepreſent every Mea- 
ire that regards the general Advancement of 
A Frade. 
as then the Intereſts of Trade have been fo 
ddily purſued, what Reaſon have we to be- 
eve they have or will be deſerted in the 
reſent Negociation with Shan? The Cauſe of 
A rade, and our plundered Merchants is ſonor- 
dus and alarming, and ſoon raiſes a temporary 
4 ferment; bat do you think, Gentlemen, that 
wſe who have tailed it, mean your Intereſt 
cheir own? Will a War at the preſent 
acture advance your Trade and Navigation! ? 
Wcad over with Candor and Impartiality that 
cellent e juſt publiſhed, call d 2% 
aud Queſtion, Whether War, or no, with 
ain, K and then ſee with your own Eyes, 
Id your own Underftandings, not with thoſe 
hole Intereſt, you know it is to deceiye you 
F and 


( 34 ) 
and the whole Nation. It is there unauſwer- 
ably prov'd, that it is As little the Intereſts 
of Traders as of the Nation to hurry Bri- 
tain into a War with Spein; that the De. 7 
luded Citizens, who are now ſo hot for 3 
War, would be amongſt the forwardeſt to 
cry out againſt it, and would be copious in 
ſetting forth the Miſchiefs of an ineffectual 
and ruinous War, as one with Spain now i 
-and be impatient for a Peace upon almoſt 
any Terms. 9 

Did the Voice of Traders always point 
out the national Intereſt of Trade, that cer 
. tainly , ought to govern. But how repug 
nant and contradictory are the very Senti. 
ments of Traders themſelves upon Matten 
relating to Commerce? Where the privat: 
Intereſt of particular Merchants claſh, whoſ 1 
Voice is to be regarded? Dont we find th 
Senſe of the Hamburgh Merchant againſt th 
Iriſh Merchant, one 8 — for the Sai 
Cloth Bill, ler againſt it; the e, 
Merchant againſt the Weſt India one, and the 4 4 
like? It is not the Senſe therefore of th 
Merchant, nor the other that is to on 
rect the Councils of a trading Nation; 4 
. not the Cauſe of the Landed Man, the mony 4 
Man, or the Trader that is to govern; it 4 ti 
the general Intereſts of the whole muſt pre 
vail ſuitable to the Circumſtances of Thing 
and ſuch is our Caſe at preſent that the In 
tereſts of Trade, require Traders rather t 

ſtrengthel $ 


/ . 
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| 7 35.) 
W frengthen the Hands of their beſt Friends, 
than weaken them by their groundleſs Difſfa- 


wy 


| { 0 ww 
1 
N bs 


on eisfation rather give Weight to the Nego- 
== tiations of their Sovereign to bring about 
an honourable Peace without a War, than to 
Force him into one contrary to the [ntereſt of 
Trade and Navigation. For what Reaſon 
an Traders have to believe from the Mea- 


ures that have been taken, that the Intereſts 
109 of Commerce will be negle&ed in future 
ay mare than hicherto they have been > 
ul A Daes not the very Bafis and Foundation of - 
" the Convention, concluded between his Bri- 
11 ennick and Catbolick Majeſty, aſſure us Secu- 
y and protection for our future Trade to 
nl ur Colonies in America? Can any cool 
oy N eaded Man read over the Preamble to 
lf: is Preliminary Treaty, without being con- 
be Winced that an abſolute Security is intended 
. the Definitive Treaty > It is there ſaid 
1 ſtrongly as Language can convey it, that 
6 33 our Differences have ariſen on Account of 
= 07 Fting, Searching, and Taking of Veſſels, the 
10 ring of Effects, and other Orleomces alledg?d 
di. each Side, &c. which Differences are 0. 
6 2H ſerious, and ſi ich a Nature, that if Care 
'WM not taken to put an ENTIRE STOP to 
uc e for the preſent, and to prevent them 
e be future, they might occaſion an open 
85 Nupture between the two Crowns. Can any 
10 hing be more intelligible, and explicit than 
vel Pat an abſolute future Security for our Trade 
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(36) ö 
and Navigation is intended in the concluſive 
Treaty > How can it enter into the Head 
of any Man, from the Peruſal of the Conner. 
tion to imagine otherwiſe? As an Earneſt 
of the ſincere, and honourable Intentions of 
his Catholick Majeſty to agree to all ſuch 
reaſonable Meaſures as ſhall effectually ſecure 
our Trade and prevent an open Rupture be- 
tween the two Crowns, has he not by this 
Convention come toa final Balance of Accounts 


between the two Nations, and to a /iqui- 


ted Sim ſoon to be paid to our Trading 
Sufferers ? Is not this Acknowledgment that 
the Subjects of England have been injur'd, 
and that they ſhall not only be righted, but 
ſecured in their future Navigation, evident 
from the Tenour of the whole Convention ? 
How, and in what manner this future Se- 
curity is to be given us indeed is not there- 


in declared, But that it ſhall be a Satisfac- 


tory one, we have no Reaſon to doubt; for 
if it is not, does not the ſame Convention, in 
Effect declare, that we muſt come to an open 
Rupture,and that nothing can prevent it? But 
as tis there further ſaid, that the King of 


'Great Britain and the King of Spain, having 


nothing ſo much at Heart as to preſerve and 
corroborate the good Underſtanding, which has 


ſo happily ſubſiſted, have we not all the Rea- 8 
ſon in the World to think, that Spain will 
not force us to an open Rupture, but will 
grant us ſuch a future Security as we cannot 


object againſt? What can Gestlemen mean 


5 there: 
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: (3) | 
= crefore; by attempting to raiſe a general 
SE fatuation in the Nation under Pretence 
What our Trade to America will not be 
Wcur'd ? Sure they can mean nothing elſe 
Nut to defeat firſt the Preliminary Treaty, 
ET hich has aſſur' d us of Security, to the End 
at they may effectually prevent that very 
ecurity they pretend to have ſo much at 
eart. Here then the Scene of Iniquity 
pens; for all Accounts being now finally 
ajaſted between Britain and Spain, and a 
um ſtipulated to be paid for the Balance 
ue to us, theſe Patriots foreſaw that 
Pothing could obſtruct our future Se- 
Surityz and therefore there was no way 
ft for them to prevent it, but by con- 
emning that Convention, which bas given 
ſuch expreſs Aſſurance of it. This is 
e great Defect of the Convention All 
ccounts and Differences that have for 
any Tears ſubſiſted between England and 
ain are happily ſettled; and upon ſuch 
= crms as England, conſiſtent with her In- 
ereſt and her Honour could not except a- 
ainſt. For will any Man ſay, that tis more 
er the Intereſt of Britain to go into a 
Var with Spain than agree in the ſettling 
f Accounts between us, to the juſt. Claims 
at Spar bad upon England by Treaty ? 
ad what is granted to that Crown but 
which Treaty gives them an undoubted 
Fight? Does not the Honour of the Na- 
on oblige us to act conſiſtent with our 
| n Treaties? 


. — . J—_s » 
s 


, 


Treativs 2” Wonld not thoſe Miniſters have if 
deen the greateſt Enemies to their Country, 

who ftoutd have advis d his Majeſty to pay 
n Regard to Treaties, and therefore rather 
that! make juſt Satisfaction to the Crown of Bi 
Spain for the Deſtruction of the Fleet in 
1718, to plunge Esglauu into a War, and 
that with a Nation it is moſt for our In- 
tereſt to be at Peace with? But what Sa. 
tifaftion is 60,000. to the Crown of Spain Wl 
for the Loſs of their Fleet? Muſt not every 
Man of Candor and Impartiality allow that 
this was a very eaſy Compromiſe of a Debt of 
atleaſt 300,0001.? Had our Miniſters there- 
fore broke off Treating with Spain, when his ll 
Catholick Majefly made ſo great a Condeſ- 
cention on his Side, by agreeing to ſuch 2 
moderate Compoſition, ſhould we not have 
heard the loudeſt Exclamations againſt ther? 
Would they not then have been condemn'd 
for not doing what they have now ſo prudent- i 
ly done? = 
- As we have agreed to the reaſonable 
Claims of Spain, ſo has hisCatholick Majeſty 
to thoſe of Great-Britamm. The Sum of 
95,0007). is to be paid in London for the lf 
Benefit of our Trading Sufferers, and this i 
within the Space of four Months from thei 
Exchange of the Ratifications, or 2 79 
poſſible. Here is no Room for Evaſion or 
Chicane : The Sn, the Place, the Tine; 
and that it ſhall be paid in Speeve, to ſuch BY 
be | Perſons 


4 
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Ferſans as his Majeſty ſhall, appoint to te- 


eie it, are all diſtincly ſettled. And in 
Juſtice tothe King's Miniſters let it be ab- 
er, that Care is taken to have this 
Article ſtand qlear of all .the perplex d and 


= voluminans Diſputes ihetweeen the King of 
„ and the South Sea Company; his De- 


.Smands on them are not to be transfer d 


sche King or the Merchants, and accepted 


Win Fart of Payment ; the Engagement for 


the Payment of the ſtipulated Sum is ab- 


. therefore great Reaſon to thank the Mi- 
js niſters for this Care of their Intereſts; 


ice had his Catholick 4% turn d over 
his Demand upon the. Sor ; 
in Part of Payment, might not the Satis- 


Sea Company , 


»fattion they are to have, been a,great way 
deff before it is receiv'd? But aur Trading 
Patriots, it ſeems, are all. of a. ſudden grown 
very ſtrenuous. Advocates for the South- 
. Company. ; the Peace of the Nation is 
o be deſtroy'd, all Treaty with Hain dropt 
ill the Differences depending between the 
Wing: of Spain and that Corporation, are figal- 
r adjuſted. Is the Sum of 68, 000 J. of ſo 
much Importance to the South - Seq Company as 


| 


- 1 
1 


ace is to, * arp n 7 
vuick. Maj ty oke wit C, Rig ot. in 
meerly n Account of the Saut h. Se Ca 
, and. involved the Nation in a Me 
10 Wou 


0 
would this have Juſtified any Miniſter who 
ſhould have given ſuch Advice to his Maje- 


ty? Had this been the Caſe, ſhould we not 
Have heard that the Initereft of a trading Mo. 
-nopoly was preferred not only to the Relief 
of our Suffering Weſt-India Traders, but to 
the whole Trading lutereſt in general? Would 
not the Terms upon which his Catholick Bl 
Majeſty offer d to accommodate our Diffe. 

renees have then been repreſented in the moſt Wl 
reaſonable Light; and the whole Nation 
'alarm'd, that the Miniſtry had ſacrificed the 
Peace of the Nation for the ſake of a fa. 
vourite Excluffve Company? That thine 
would certainly have been the Caſe is be- 
yond Queſtion, if we conſider the paſt Con. 
duct of thoſe who have ſo many Years labour d 
to deſtroy the beſt Friends to our Trade 
and Navigation. Does not every one kn oy 
who has any thing attended to the Writing 
of "theſe Gentlemen, that the South - Sea Com- 
pany has ever been the Object of their 
Hate? Tho' to ferve a preſent Turn, the 
Suſpenſion of the Aſſiento Contratt till the 
Differences between the Ning of Spain and 
the South. Sea Company are terminated; ii 
"reckon'd a very great Hardſhip upon them M 
yet have not theſe Men, thro" the Tenou 
of their Writings, ſhew'd that this vers 
Contra has not only been highly prejuß 
dieial to the Intereſt of the Company, buß 
alſo to the whole Trade to our Oe 
LIU ET |; ol. 


| (41) 
Colonies, of the Af from Time to Time their 


Violation of the Aſſiento Contract? 
- That:the good Will of thoſe Gentlemen to- 
wards the South S Company may appear in 
4 juſt Light, I beg Leave to lay before you a 
few Points relating to the Affento Trade, which 
they ha ve very ſtrenuouſly and pathetically re- 
commended to publick Conſideration *. 
1. That Jamaica was in Poſſeſſion of a con- 
fable Trade at the Time of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Aſfiento Company. 
2. That the Trade of that Iſland did for- 
merly employ at leaſt 1 500 Seamen, who are 
now chiefly removed to other Parts for want of 
cduragement. 
z. That the Loſs of their Trade is wing, 
r generally thought to be owing, to the Man- 
gement of that Company; as appears not on- 
by many cogent Arguments, but likewiſe by 
ebe 7e — of Jeoeras Gentlemen of the Iſland. 


4. That the Compiny' 8 N to Guinea 
4 bach been the Cauſe of the Price of Negroes 
eiug conſiderably advanced on that Coaſſ, and 
bonlequently of n. Gem dearer to the 
ui Planters. 

m . That the Spaniards are ſupplied with all 
ou Ide choice pickt Negroes, and our own Planters 
er ih the wor /f which they refuſe. 

eu 6. That the Spaniards are really in want of 
bu Yavigation and Seamen, and therefore in no 
ic | G ; Con- 
ol mm 
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Condition to import any conſiderable Quanti- 
ty of Sugar, Tobacco, and ſuch like Commo- 
dities into Europe; and conſequently that the 
S8. S. Company's purchaſing thoſe Commodi. 
ties, and bringing them to European Markets 
muſt encourage them in making farther Im- 


provments in thoſe Manufactures, to the mani- 


feſt Prejudice of the Britiſh Plantations. 

7. That the Exerciſe of the 4fiento Con- 
traf?, in this Manner, is prejudicial not only 
to our Colonies in America, but to the Proprie- 
tors of the South-Sea Company, and the Wel- 
fare of Great-Britain in general. 

In other Parts of their occaſional Animad- 
verſions, they attempt to ſhew, that the large 
Quantities of Goods which are ſhipt off for 
the Meſt. Indies under borrowed Names, and 
re- exported in the South. Sea Company's Veſſels, 
as well as what are ſent in their annual Ships 
on private Accaunts, are not only prejudicial 
to the Company's Trade, but have been of much 
greater Injury to them, ſuch clandeſtine Prac- 
tices, being contrary to the expreſs Tenour and 
Condition of the Forty. ſecond Artick of the A, 


ſiento Contracs; that ſuch unwarrantable Prac- 


tices are a Violation of the Contract, and not only 
in jurious to the Company's Afairs, but deſtruc- 
tive of the general Good of Trade; ſince the 


fair Spaniſh Merchant cannot poſſibly carry on 
his Commerce to any Advantage, while others WP" 


have ſtocked the Markets in America with 


Goods, that neither pay Freight, Wages, &c. 
| Which 


(35) 
which have been born by the Company, arid 
conſequently can ander ſell them conſiderably, 
and engroſs the Trade to themſelyes. —— That 
the Difficulties and Delays which the the S. S. 
Company have met with in obtaining from the 
Court of Spain their Schedulas for their annual 
Ships have been owing to ſuch like Practices. 
That the S. S. Company have loft conſider- 
ably by their Trade in general, and that the 
Export of our Woollen Manufactures are great- 
ly diminiſhed, ſince they attempted it. —That 
ſuchPraQtices by the Aſfientiſis have obſtructed 
the Tranquility of Europe, by furniſhing the 
Spaniſh Court with plauſible Pretences for tak- 
ing our Merchants Ships, and that hence great 


Riſques ha ve been run of ſetting Europe in a 
Flame, and involving this Nation in an im- 
; menſe Profuſion of Blood and Treaſure. 


In ſhort, theſe Gentlemen have repreſented 


J thisTrade to have been the only Cauſe of all our 
Miſunderſtandings of late Years with the Court 
Wot Spain; and that Spain has really had ſuf- 


ficient Reaſon to break with us on this Account. 
If then there is any Truth in what theſe Gen- 
tlemen have difcovered ; if the Afſiento Trade 
has neither been beneficial to the Company, 


Wbut deſtructive to the Trade of the Meſi- India 


erchant, as well as the fair Spaniſh Mer- 


Whant ; if it has occaſioned frequent Miſundei- 


ſtandings between the Crowns of Britain and 


Vain, and only proved a Nurſery for Smug- 


ers, and Interlopers ; if theſe are Truths, 
oy G 2 | what 
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what Injury can be done either to the 


Company, the Weſt-India Merchant, the Spaniſb 
Merchant, or national Commerce in gene- 
ral, by a Suſpenſion of this Contract till 
Differences between the King of Spain and 
the Company are finally adjuſted 2 Had his 
Majeſty engag'd in a. War rather than agree 
to the Convention upon the Terms propos'd 
by the King of Spain, ſhould we not have 
had all theſe particulars reviv'd and enforced 
by popular Appeals to the People 2 That 
we engag'd in a War only for the Support 


of a Trade that was every Way detrimen- 


tal to the Nation? 

Upon the whole then it appears that our 
Miniſtry muſt have been the greateſt Ene- 
mies to Trade, and little acquainted with 
the true Intereſts of their Country, had 


they advis'd his Majeſty to break of the 


Treaty with Spain either on Account. of 
the Suſpenſion of the Aſſiento for Negroes, 
till theſe perplex'd Differences between his 
Catholick Majeſty and the S. S. Company were 
adjuſted ; or on Account of the juſt De- 
mand made by Spain for their Fleet we de- 
ſtroy'd in the Mediterranean. How could 
the Miniſtry have been juſtified, had they 
plung'd the Nation into a War, when the 
King of Spain agreed to make Satisfaction 
to the Weſt India Merchant of 95 cool. and 
within eight Months to conclude a defini- 
tive Treaty for the future Security of 0 

| ee 


— — Ten A% bd a r A - * as « _ 


6 

Amtrican Navigation, provided we agreed to 
thoſe Conditions, which on candid Examina 
tion, we find fo highly reaſonable? * 

| have now Gentlemen laid before you 

a ſaccin& Review of the paſt Conduct of 
our Miniſters ' with Reſpect to our Trade 
and Navigation. And what ſtill further 
confirms the Juſtneſs and Varacity of what 
I have urg'd, is the general flouriſhing State 
Jof the Nation. If we compare our pre- 
ſent with our former ſelves, have we not 
every Characteriſtick we can defire to con- 
firm the Truth of this? Does not the State 
Jof our Exports and Imports ſhew to De- 
monſtration, how greatly the general Trade 
Wot this Kingdom has advanc'd ſince the late 
N ars > Do not the Encreaſe of our Shipping 
i general, the State of our Coinage, the 
rofuſion of Plate in private Families, our 
Buildings, Jewels, and our Stock of all 
Forts prove, that we have not carried on 


rhich have been purſu'd, the general Ba- 

Vance is greatly in our Favour ? If Merchants 
would ſpeculate a little, turn over their 
1 Lourſes of Exchange between this Kingdom 

nd other Nations, they will find this a 
e riterion that confirms the Truth of all 
n he reſt. However ſmall the Profits upon 
d Hiade may now be to what they formerly 
j- Pere, this you will never ſay is owing 
ir o the Conduct of our Miniſters. No, = 
e 8 the 
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* yung Trade; but by thefe Meaſures 
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ſank the Markets aboard, tho the. general 
Comſumption in the Trading World certainly 


tion in general thrives. Unſpeakable Art 


of our Exports and Imports, as well as 
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petitors that have 


the numerous Europe an 


augments from the natural Encreaſe of People. 
Whatever Profits particular Traders may 
make, if our Trade and Shipping encreaſe, 
it is an infallible Indication that the Na- 


has been us'd to prove the Nation to be 
in a declining Condition from the Conduct 
of our Miniſtry. Nothing, I muſt confeſs, 
made an Impreſſion on me ſo much to the 
Disfavour of thoſe Gentlemen, who have ſo 
induſtriouſly laboured that Point. If the 
low Intereſt of Money, the flouriſhing State 
of Publick Credit, the high Price of Lands, 
our Encreaſe of Shipping, and of our Stock 
of all Sorts, as likewiſe the Augmentation 


the numerous Encreaſe of wealthy Inha- 
bitants in general, are not the ſure and 
indiſputable Signs of a proſperous Condi- 
tion, may we not very reaſonably deſire thoſe 
Gentlemen who pretend to think otherwiſe, 
to point out what are ſo? Let them enu- 
merate. their infallible Symptoms of a rich 
and a. thriving, Nations; and then we hal! 
ſee. whether: Great Britain is deſtitute of 
them? This they dare not attempt; their 
late impotent Efforts, and their ſnameful Re. 
treat upon this Subject, ought to convince 
every Man of common Senſe that they * 
elves 
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ſelves are conſeious of being engaged in a 
bad Caliſe, from which with Honour they 
can never 'recede ; and therefore will doubt. 
leſs purſue it to the End. Nothing has been 
of greater Advantage to the national Com- 
nerce of Great Britain than the Reſtoration 


and Preſervation of Publick Credit. Are 
te indebted for this national Bleſſing to any 
ea the Oppoſition to the Meaſures of his late 
ad preſent Majeſty ? No, for this, the Tra- 


Wing Intereſt is only indebted to the Man 
Srhom they have been taught to vilify and 
lefame; whoſe Adminiſtration has prevent- 
Wed the Days of 40 per Cent. being to be got 
etween the Exchange and the Exchequer. 
Has not ſuch* Meaſures thrown a larger Ca- 
Pital into Commerce in general, whereby our 
Uval Neighbours have been defeated in all 


as beir Attempts againſt the Trade of Old 
a. gland they fo greatly Envy? Our Condi- 
ia ion is not ſo bad that we have Occaſion to 


read the Conſequences of a War, ſhould we 
ot be able to prevent it. The Effects of 


e, Nhe Meaſures that have been purſued have, 
u-Hendered our Debts and Incumbrances eaſy 
5 ind tolerable: That ſteady Conduct which 
1 


as ſupported” our Credit. has rendered our 
ery Debts a Kind of qrick, live Stock, circu- 
ting by the great Power of Paper Credit 
hrough all the Channels of our extended 
Fraffick. ' As Wars mut have rendered our 
n. National Debts, as it were, an Iſſue of 1 
ER whic 
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which muſt gradually have waſted and ema- 
_ ciated the Body Politick ; ſo Peace has giv- 
en them a quite contrary Effect; and in- 
ſtead of throwing us into a Conſumption, 
have conttibuted to the Health and Vigour 
of our Conſtitution, But our Debts, our 
Revenues, and their Application have been 
equally miſrepreſented with the State of our 
Trade, and the Nation ſhockingly impoſed 
upon, and deceived with Regard to the ge- 
neral Conduct of our Miniſters. Has not 
the Enquiry into the Conduct our Do- 
2 Afﬀairs, a remarkable Production 
af the Enemies of our Proſperity, been de- 
monſtrated to be full of nought but the moſt 
ſhamefal Falſhoods, Lies and Miſrepreſenta- 
tions? And this from Figures, Facte, and Ad, 
Parliament? Every Man who has care- 
ally attended to the Controverſy upon our 
Debts, Funds and Revenues for many Years 
„cannot be inſenſible what falſe Lights 

ave been given to the Money Aﬀairs of 
this Nation ; what Artiface, Dexterity and 
Fineſſe have been practiced to miſguide the 
People of England in Matters of this per- 
plexed and intricate Nature. I am ſenſible, 
thoroughly ſenſible of this from Conviction; 
and if Health permits in Jaſtice to my Coun- 
try, I will one Time or the other ſet this 
Matter in a faithful Light before the Publick. 
With Reſpe@ likewiſe to the Management 
of our Foreign Affairs, they have * Ha 
Ibite 
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hibited to the Publick by theſe People in as 
romantick a Light as our Domeſtick; which 
muſt appear. to every Man of impartial 
Judgment from a Piece lately republiſh'd, 
call d, the Orignal Series of Wiſdom and Poli- 
cy, Kc. which I likewiſe beg Leave to recom- 
mend to your candid Peruſal. 

Never were Men more indefatigable to de- 
ſtroy a Mini ſiry than the Enemies of the Pre- 
ſent; and never was leſs Care taken to pre- 
vent the Prevalence of publick Impoſition. 
Conſciouſneſs of being engaged in a good 
Cauſe, will go a great way to ſupport a Man 
in it; but may not the beſt be loſt for want of 
being duly repreſented to the Publik ? No 
Claſs of the Community have been ſo much 
impoſed on as the Trading Part of the King- 
dom; for their Service chiefly I gave my 
ſelf this Trouble; and if this is kindly le- 
ceiv'd, I ſhall think my ſelf well employ'd. 
Before I conclude, I only beg Leave to recom- 
mend to you the Obſeryation of a great Phi- 
loſopher and Politician. © If eyer, ſays he, 
« the Engliſh would attain to the Maſtery of 
Commerce, not only in Diſcourſe, but Rea- 
« lity, they muſt do it by their Labours as 
« well as by their Swords: Unleſs this be 
* done they will in vain be victorious; at 
« the End of their Wars they will cool again, 
« and loſe all the Fruits of their Valour: The 
« Arts of Peace, and their Improvements in 
« ManufaQure and Inventions of every Kind 


H « muſt 
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4 muſt proceed in equal Steps, with the Suc- 
* ceſs of their Arms: The Works of our 
< Citizens, our Plowmen, ou Uardeners, our 
« Woodmen, our Fiſhers, our Diggers in Mines, 
% Cc. muſt be equally advanc'd with the 
Triumphs of our Fleets, or elſe their Blood 
will be ſhed in vain: they will ſoon return 
© to the ſame Poverty and want of Trade 
„ which they ſtrove to avoid.“ 


T am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Tour moſt devoted 
Humble Servant. 
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